
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Book List Recommendations 

 
Title  Author 

A book for Escargot  Slater, Dashka 

A nest in springtime : a bilingual book of numbers  Yang, Belle 

Accordionly : Abuelo and Opa make music  Genhart, Michael 

Alphonse, that is not ok to do!  Hirst, Daisy 

Alphonse, there's mud on the ceiling!  Hirst, Daisy 

Ask Mr. Bear  Flack, Marjorie 

Bear sees colors  Wilson, Karma 

Bear snores on  Wilson, Karma 

Bear's new friend  Wilson, Karma 

Birds  Henkes, Kevin 

Box  Flyte, Min 

Brown bear, Brown bear, what do you see?  Martin, Bill 

Can I be your dog?  Cummings, Troy 

Can I play too?  Cotterill, Samantha 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom  Martin, Bill 

Chicky chicky chook chook  MacLennan, Cathy 



Choo-choo school  Rosenthal, Amy Krouse 

Clip-clop  Smee, Nicola 

Colors  Rotner, Shelley 

Crash! boom! : a math tale  Harris, Robie H 

Dear zoo animal shapes  Campbell, Rod 

EEK! : a noisy journey from A to Z  Larios, Julie Hofstrand 

Favorite nursery rhymes from Mother Goose   

Fern and Otto: A Story about Two Best Friends  Graegin, Stephanie 

Fred stays with me!  Coffelt, Nancy 

Freight train  Crews, Donald 

Get well soon, Spot  Hill, Eric 

Global baby boys  Ajmera, Maya 

Grandma's purse  Brantley-Newton, 
Vanessa 

Help wanted: must love books  Sumner Johnson, Janet 

Here we go digging for dinosaur bones : sung to the 
tune of "here we go round the mulberry bush" 

Lendroth, Susan 

Hips on the drag queen go swish, swish, swish  Lil Miss Hot Mess 

Hooray for fish!  Cousins, Lucy 

Hop, hop, jump!  Thompson, Lauren 

How do you say I love you?  Eliot, Hannah 

How to read to a grandma or grandpa  Reagan, Jean 

I am bat  Hood, Morag 

I am perfectly designed  Brown, Karamo 

I love you, Spot  Hill, Eric 

I'm a little teapot  Trapani, Iza 

If you're happy and you know it!  Cabrera, Jane 



It's okay  Tsai, Shiow-Miin 

Kat writes a song  Foley, Greg E 

Layla's happiness  Tallie, Mariahadessa 
Ekere 

Library babies  Puck 

Listen, listen  Gershator, Phillis 

Little Blue Truck  Schertle, Alice 

Little Gorilla  Bornstein, Ruth 

Little Quack  Thompson, Lauren 

Llama Llama loves to read  Dewdney, Anna 

Llama Llama, nighty-night  Dewdney, Anna 

Love, Sophia on the Moon  Rissi, Anica Mrose 

Mama cat has three kittens  Fleming, Denise 

Monster needs a costume : a story  Czajak, Paul 

Mr. Gumpy's outing  Burningham, John 

My rainy day rocket ship  Sheppard, Markette 

Ninja!  Chung, Arree 

Old MacDonald had a farm  Grimly, Gris 

Pass it on  Henn, Sophy 

Peek-a-boo bunny  Surplice, Holly 

Peek-a-boo farm  Church, Caroline 

Pete the cat : I love my white shoes  Litwin, Eric 

Pete's a pizza  Steig, William 

Plant the tiny seed  Matheson, Christie 

Press here  Tullet, Hervé 

Princess Baby, night-night  Katz, Karen 



Puddle  Yum, Hyewon 

Rock-a-bye romp  Ashman, Linda 

Say zoop!  Tullet, Hervé 

Secret seahorse  Blackstone, Stella 

Splat!  Burgerman, Jon 

Splish, splash, Ducky!  Cousins, Lucy 

Spot counts from 1 to 10  Hill, Eric 

Spot goes to the farm  Hill, Eric 

Spot's tractor  Hill, Eric 

Stretch  Cronin, Doreen 

Swashby and the sea  Ferry, Beth 

The Goodnight Train  Sobel, June 

The button book  Nicholls, Sally 

The cow loves cookies  Wilson, Karma 

The everything book  Fleming, Denise 

The koala who could  Bright, Rachel 

The library book  Chapin, Tom 

The mitten : a Ukrainian folktale  Brett, Jan 

The paper kingdom  Rhee, Helena Ku 

The summer Nick taught his cats to read  Manley, Curtis 

The three bears  Barton, Byron 

The three little pigs  Crow, Nosy 

The very hungry caterpillar  Carle, Eric 

There's a dragon in your book  Fletcher, Tom 

Three little kittens and other favorite nursery rhymes  Ross, Tony 

Trucks  Barton, Byron 



 

When I draw a panda  Bates, Amy June 

When my brother gets home  Lichtenheld, Tom 

Where is the green sheep?  Fox, Mem 

Where's baby?  Hunter, Anne 

Where's my teddy?  Alborough, Jez 

Wiggle  Cronin, Doreen 

Wolf cub's song  Bruchac, Joseph 


